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Cornelia did not want to move into a strange new house. Unable
to listen to Cornelia’s complaining while they unpack, her parents
suggest that she go outside. Grudgingly, Cornelia leads her small
dog on a walk in the surrounding forest, where she finds a ladder
that seems to stretch hundreds of feet into the treetops. Here
she meets a boy, Fredrik, who is an inventor of a complex network
of treehouses and, most ingenious of all, a jungle machine
that transforms the ordinary forest into a larger-than-life jungle
playground. Together they have an afternoon of adventures, and
Cornelia’s new neighborhood no longer looks so bleak.
The value of this book lies in its visual artistry. With barely more
than one hundred words translated from Norwegian, succinct
text lays a sparse landscape for the Gothic style illustrations to fill
and inspire inference and imagination. Detailed spreads capture
the reader’s attention and encourage fantastical exaggerations.
Savvy readers will decipher that the adventures are a daydream,
but everyone will be entranced with the oversized treehouses,
ladders, slides, and brilliantly plumed giant birds. Interestingly,
the title emphasizes an invention that appears only once
halfway through the story. This is likely purposefully designed
to encourage the reader to think deeply about the objective of
the book, which is about finding joy, discovering friendships,
and transforming a lonely situation through imagination and
inventiveness.
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